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Aiptasia
pulchella
is a tropical
anemone
typicallyatlives
among
coral along the
coast. It, like the coral it lives around, has been greatly affected by the phenomenon of
global warming. The increase in surface temperature has caused an increase in oceanic
temperatures as well as ground temperature, and this increase in water temperature
could prove deadly to the species in our oceans.
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Coral reefs around the world have been noted to be undergoing “bleaching”, the
expulsion of symbiotic algae, as a sign of stress. This experiment was designed to
investigate the direct effect that global warming itself has on the sea anemone Aiptasia
pulchella.
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Anemones in this experiment were exposed to temperature increases and specific gravity
decreases. It was found that coral bleaching did occur when the effects of global
warming were mimicked. These data suggest that as global temperature increases over
time, the effect that it has on the anemones may increase, ultimately resulting in death
and the possible extinction of the species.
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